
AGENDA ITEM 9A 

MEETING: July 18, 2018 

TO: Humboldt LAFCo Commissioners 

FROM:  Colette Metz, Executive Officer 

SUBJECT: CALAFCO Annual Conference Items 
The Commission will receive a report relating to 2018 CALAFCO Annual 
Conference to be held on October 3-5th at Tenaya Lodge in Yosemite. 
Requested actions include appointment of voting delegates, board 
nominations for city and public member seats, and achievement award 
submittals. 

California Association of Local Agency Formation Commission (CALAFCO) sponsors a 
three-day annual conference towards the end of the calendar year. The program is 
typically theme-based with sessions generally geared towards commissioners and 
executive staff. Typically about 300 LAFCo commissioners and staff attend.  

BACKGROUND 
This is the second year CALAFCO is hosting the Annual Conference scheduled for 
October 3-5th at Tenaya Lodge in Yosemite. A conference announcement is included as 
Attachment A. Program details including speaker confirmations, session summaries and 
more will follow soon. A detailed Mobile Workshop flier is also forthcoming. Part of the 
Mobile Workshop Session is a tour of the beautiful Yosemite area with a focus on the 
severe tree mortality issue and statewide effects. 

Last year, a total of three commissioners and one staff attended the CALAFCO Annual 
Conference in San Diego. This year, the Commission has budgeted $2,600 for registration 
costs and $6,200 for lodging and travel expenses, which could fund up to 4 
commissioners/staff. Early bird rates are available for registrations received by August 
10, 2018.  Thus far, only Commissioner Lake is confirmed as attending. 

DISCUSSION 
There are three separate actions tied to the upcoming CALAFCO Annual Conference. 
These actions are to (a) appoint voting delegates, and (b) consider making nominations 
for CALAFCO Board of Directors and (c) achievement awards. An expanded discussion 
follows. 

Appointment of Voting Delegates 
Each LAFCo is responsible under CALAFCO bylaws for appointing a delegate and 
alternate delegate to participate in the board elections and business meeting held at 
the Annual Conference. The board elections will be conducted by regions while the 
business meeting provides an opportunity for the entire membership to hear from 
CALAFCO regarding organization activities. Delegates may be commissioners or staff.  



Board Nominations 
The Commission is assigned to CALAFCO's Northern Region with 18 other LAFCos. 
Currently, Commissioner Lake serves as the Northern Region’s District member. The 
nomination period is currently open for two additional seats in the Northern Region: one 
City member seat and one Public member seat. Terms of office are two years and begin 
at the Annual Meeting held at the Annual Conference. A detailed summary of the 
nomination and election process is provided as Attachment B. 
 
Achievement Awards 
CALAFCO invites LAFCos to nominate for various achievement awards. The awards were 
established in 1997 and currently include 12 categories range from "Most Effective 
Commission" to "Government Leadership Award." The deadline for submitting 
nominations is Friday, August 3rd and recipients will be selected by a Board committee 
with announcements made at the conference banquet dinner. A complete listing of 
award categories is provided as Attachment C. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that Commissioners indicate their interest in attending the CALAFCO 
Conference in October and consider appointing a delegate and alternate delegate 
accordingly. Staff will provide a verbal report on possible achievement award 
nominations at the meeting. 
 
 
Attachments 
Attachment A:  CALAFCO Conference Announcement 
Attachment B:  CALAFCO Board Nominations 
Attachment C:  CALAFCO Achievement Award Nominations 
 
 
 



Hosted by CALAFCO 

October 3 – 5, 2018 
Tenaya Lodge, Yosemite 

Fish Camp, CA 

Mark your calendar and 
plan to attend! 

Registration is now open! 
Visit www.calafco.org  

Value-Added and Diverse  

General & Breakout Session Topics 

The natural disaster phenomenon: 

How they are changing the way LAFCos 

plan and respond* 

LAFCos’ role in developing agency 

relationships, accountability and 

transparency 

Urban growth boundaries: A white 

paper discussion 

Using MSRs for more than a bookshelf 

placeholder: The increasing value of 

this critical LAFCo tool* 

LAFCO 101: Understanding and 

applying the basics 

Resource Conservation Districts: Who 

are they really? 

Ag land preservation: A white paper 

discussion 

LAFCo in a “perfect world”: Your dream 

LAFCo 

Using strategic planning as a 

commission planning tool 

The hot topic of fire districts 

LAFCos & affordable housing: What’s 

the connection? 

Leading in challenging times* 

Annual CALAFCO Legislative Update* 

CALAFCO Annual Business Meeting (for 

all CALAFCO members)* 

Note: The Program is subject to change, not 

all sessions finalized, not all topics listed will 

be presented. *Indicates General Session 

Invaluable Networking 

Opportunities  

Regional Roundtable 

discussions on current regional 

LAFCo issues 

Extended roundtable discussion 

for LAFCo legal counsel  

Pre-dinner Reception with 

Sponsors Thursday 

Networking breakfasts and 

breaks 

Welcome Reception Wednesday 

Awards Banquet Thursday 

Special 
Highlights 

Mobile Workshop 
Still under construction. 

We are working on a tour of 

the beautiful Yosemite area 

with a focus on the severe 

tree mortality issue, and 

the statewide effects – 

both short and long term.  

Details will be announced 

shortly – but register now 

to secure your seat! 

Wednesday from  

7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
(times approx..) 

LAFCo 101 

An introduction to LAFCo 

and LAFCo law for 

Commissioners, Staff,  

and anyone interested  

in learning more  

about LAFCo 

Wednesday from  

10: 00 a.m. to Noon 

Thursday Luncheon 

Keynote 

To Be Announced 

Make your reservations now at the Tenaya 

Lodge at the special CALAFCO rate of $175 

(excludes tax and fees). Special rates 

available 3 days pre and post-conference on 

availability, includes in-room wifi and 

parking. Reservation cutoff date is 9/01/18. 

TO MAKE HOTEL RESERVATIONS, PLEASE 

VISIT: Tenaya Online Registration or call 

800-635-5807 (option 1) and use promo 

code 3163VO or reference CALAFCO 

Conference. 

Tenaya Lodge, Yosemite 

Visit www.calafco.org for Conference 

details or call us at 916-442-6536.  

ATTACHMENT A

https://www.tenayalodge.com/
https://www.tenayalodge.com/
https://gc.synxis.com/rez.aspx?Hotel=474&Chain=398&arrive=10/1/2018&depart=10/7/2018&adult=1&child=0&group=3163VO
http://www.calafco.org/


California Association of  

Local Agency Formation Commissions 

1215 K Street, Suite 1650, Sacramento, CA 95814 
Voice 916-442-6536    Fax 916-442-6535 

www.calafco.org 

May 25, 2018 

To: Local Agency Formation Commission 
Members and Alternate Members 

From: Bill Kirby, Committee Chair 
CALAFCO Board Election Committee 
CALAFCO Board of Directors 

RE: Nominations for 2018/2019 CALAFCO Board of Directors 

Nominations are now open for the fall elections of the CALAFCO Board of Directors.  Serving on the 
CALAFCO Board is a unique opportunity to work with other commissioners throughout the state on 
legislative, fiscal and operational issues that affect us all.  The Board meets four to five times each 
year at alternate sites around the state.  Any LAFCo commissioner or alternate commissioner is 
eligible to run for a Board seat. 

CALAFCO’s Election Committee is accepting nominations for the following seats on the CALAFCO 
Board of Directors: 

Northern Region Central Region Coastal Region Southern Region 
City Member County Member County Member City Member 
Public Member District Member District Member Public Member 

The election will be conducted during Regional Caucuses at the CALAFCO Annual Conference prior to 
the Annual Membership Meeting on Thursday, October 4, 2018 at the Tenaya Lodge in 
Yosemite, CA. 

Please inform your Commission that the CALAFCO Election Committee is accepting nominations 
for the above-cited seats until Tuesday, September 4, 2018. 

Incumbents are eligible to run for another term. Nominations received by September 4 will be 
included in the Election Committee’s Report and will be on the ballot. The Report will be distributed 
to LAFCo members no later than September 20 and ballots made available to Voting Delegates at 
the Annual Conference.  Nominations received after this date will be returned; however, nominations 
will be permitted from the floor during the Regional Caucuses or during at-large elections, if required, 
at the Annual Membership Meeting.  

For those member LAFCos who cannot send a representative to the Annual Meeting an electronic 
ballot will be made available if requested in advance. The ballot request must be made no later than 
Tuesday, September 4, 2018.  Completed absentee ballots must be returned by September 28, 
2018. 

Should your Commission nominate a candidate, the Chair of your Commission must complete the 
attached Nomination Form and the Candidate’s Resume Form, or provide the specified information 
in another format other than a resume.  Commissions may also include a letter of recommendation 
or resolution in support of their nominee.   

CALAFCO 

ATTACHMENT B



The nomination forms and materials must be received by the CALAFCO Executive Director no later 
than Tuesday, September 4, 2018. Here is a summary of the deadlines for this year’s nomination 
process: 

• May 25 – Nomination Announcement and packet sent to LAFCo membership and posted on
the CALAFCO website.

• September 4 – Completed Nomination packet due
• September 4 –Request for an absentee/electronic ballot due
• September 4 – Voting delegate name due to CALAFCO
• September 20 – Distribution of the Election Committee Report (includes all

completed/submitted nomination papers)
• September 20 – Distribution of requested absentee/electronic ballots.
• September 28 – Absentee ballots due to CALAFCO
• October 4 - Elections

Returning the nomination form prior to the deadline ensures your nominee is placed on the ballot. 
Names will be listed in the order nominations were received should there be multiple candidates. 
Electronic filing of nomination forms and materials is encouraged to facilitate the recruitment 
process.  Please send e-mails with forms and materials to info@calafco.org. Alternatively, nomination 
forms and materials can be mailed or faxed to the address or fax number below. Please forward 
nominations to: 

CALAFCO Election Committee c/o Executive Director 
California Association of Local Agency Formation Commissions 
1215 K Street, Suite 1650 
Sacramento, California 95814 
FAX: 916-442-6535 
EMAIL: info@calafco.org  

Questions about the election process can be sent to the Chair of the Committee, Bill Kirby, at 
wkirby@calafco.org or by calling him at 530-889-4097. You may also contact CALAFCO Executive 
Director Pamela Miller at pmiller@calafco.org or by calling 916-442-6536. 

Members of the 2018/2019 CALAFCO Election Committee are: 

Bill Kirby, Chair Placer LAFCo (Central Region) 
wkirby@calafco.org 530-889-4097 

Debra Lake Humboldt LAFCo (Northern Region) 
dlake@calafco.org 707-445-7508 

Jo MacKenzie San Diego LAFCo (Southern Region) 
jmackenzie@calafco.org 530-295-2707 

Margie Mohler Napa LAFCo (Coastal Region) 
mmohler@calafco.org 707-259-8645 

Attached please find a copy of the CALAFCO Board of Directors Nomination and Election Procedures 
as well as the current listing of Board Members and corresponding terms of office. 

Please consider joining us! 

Enclosures 

Local Agency Formation Commissions      Page 2 
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The counties in each of the four regions consist of the following: 

Northern Region Coastal Region 
Butte Alameda 
Colusa Contra Costa 
Del Norte Marin 
Glenn Monterey 
Humboldt Napa 
Lake San Benito 
Lassen San Francisco 
Mendocino San Luis Obispo 
Modoc San Mateo 
Nevada Santa Barbara 
Plumas Santa Clara 
Shasta Santa Cruz 
Sierra Solano 
Siskiyou Sonoma 
Sutter Ventura 
Tehama 
Trinity CONTACT: Martha Poyatos 
Yuba San Mateo LAFCo 

mpoyatos@smcgov.org   
CONTACT:  Steve Lucas 
Butte LAFCo 
slucas@buttecounty.net Central Region 

Alpine 
Amador 
Calaveras 

Southern Region El Dorado 
Orange Fresno 
Los Angeles Inyo 
Imperial Kern 
Riverside Kings 
San Bernardino Madera 
San Diego Mariposa 

Merced 
CONTACT:  Carolyn Emery Mono 
Orange LAFCo Placer 
cemery@oclafco.org   Sacramento 

San Joaquin 
Stanislaus 
Tulare 
Tuolumne  
Yolo  

CONTACT:  Christine Crawford, Yolo LAFCo 
christine.crawford@yolocounty.org 



CALAFCO Board Members 2017-18 
(as of May 15, 2018) 

 Board Member Name LAFCo - Region Type 
(Term Expires) 

Cheryl Brothers Orange - Southern City (2018)

Bill Connelly Butte - Northern County (2019)

Shiva Frentzen El Dorado - Central County (2018)

Gay Jones – Chair Sacramento - Central District (2018)

Michael Kelley - Treasurer Imperial - Southern County (2019) 

Dr. William Kirby Placer - Central City (2019)

Debra Lake Humboldt - Northern District (2019)

John Leopold Santa Cruz - Coastal County (2018)

Gerard McCallum Los Angeles - Southern Public (2018)

Michael McGill  - Secretary Contra Costa - Coastal District (2018)

Jo MacKenzie San Diego - Southern District (2019)

Margie Mohler Napa - Coastal City (2019)

Anita Paque Calaveras - Central Public (2019)

Ricky Samayoa Yuba - Northern City (2018)

Josh Susman – Vice Chair Nevada - Northern Public (2018)

Susan Vicklund-Wilson Santa Clara - Coastal Public (2019)



California Association of  

Local Agency Formation Commissions 

1215 K Street, Suite 1650, Sacramento, CA 95814 
Voice 916-442-6536    Fax 916-442-6535 

www.calafco.org 

Date: 25 May, 2018 

To: LAFCo Commissioners and Staff 
CALAFCO Members 
Other Interested Organizations 

From: CALAFCO Achievement Awards Committee 

Subject:   2018 CALAFCO Achievement Award Nominations 

Each year, CALAFCO recognizes outstanding achievements by dedicated and committed individuals and/or 
organizations from throughout the state at the Annual Conference Achievement Awards Ceremony. 

Recognizing individual and organizational achievements is an important responsibility. It provides visible recognition and 
support to those who go above and beyond in their work to advance the principles and goals of the Cortese-Knox-
Hertzberg Act. We invite you to use this opportunity to nominate the individuals and organizations you feel deserve this 
important recognition. Please carefully review the nomination instructions and note the form has changed with the 
addition of a new section. 

To make a nomination, please use the following procedure: 

1. Nominations may be made by an individual, a LAFCo, a CALAFCO Associate Member, or any other organization.
There is no limit to the number of nominations you can submit.

2. Please use a separate form (attached) for each nomination. Nominations must be submitted with a completed
nomination form. The form is your opportunity to highlight the most important points of your nomination.

3. Nominations must be limited to no more than 1500 words or 3 pages in length maximum. You are encouraged
to write them in a clear, concise and understandable manner.  If the Awards Committee members require
additional information, you will be contacted with that request. Any nomination received that exceeds this
amount will be returned.

4. All supporting information (e.g. reports, news articles, etc.) must be submitted with the nomination.  Limit
supporting documentation to no more than 5 pages. If the Awards Committee members require additional
information, you will be contacted with that request. Any nomination received that exceeds this amount will be
returned.

5. All nomination materials must be submitted at one time and must be received by the deadline. Electronic
submittals are encouraged.

6. Nominations and supporting materials must be received no later than 5:00 p.m., Friday, August 3, 2018.
Send nominations via e-mail, or U.S. mail to:

Stephen Lucas, CALAFCO Executive Officer 
c/o Butte LAFCo 
1453 Downer Street, Suite C 
Oroville, CA 95965 
slucas@calafco.org  

Members of the 2018 CALAFCO Board of Directors Awards Committee are: 
Mike Kelley, Committee Chair (Imperial LAFCo, Southern Region) mkelley@calafco.org 
Cheryl Brothers (Orange LAFCo, Southern Region) cbrothers@calaco.org 
Debra Lake (Humboldt LAFCo, Northern Region)  dlake@calafco.org  
Margie Mohler (Napa LAFCo, Coastal Region)  mmohler@calafco.org 
Anita Paque (Calaveras LAFCo, Central Region)  apaque@calafco.org  

Please contact Steve Lucas, CALAFCO Executive Officer, at slucas@calafco.org or (530) 538-7784 with any questions. A list of 
the previous Achievement Award recipients is attached to this announcement. 

CALAFCO 
2018 

AWARDS 
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2018 Achievement Award Nominations 
 

 
Nomination Form 

 
NOMINEE - Person or Agency Being Nominated: 

 
Name: 

Organization: 

Address: 

Phone: 

E-mail: 

 
NOMINATION CATEGORY (check one – see category criteria on attached sheet) 

Outstanding CALAFCO Member 

Most Effective Commission 

Outstanding Commissioner 

Outstanding LAFCo Professional 

Outstanding LAFCo Clerk 

Outstanding CALAFCO Associate Member 

Project of the Year 

Distinguished Service Award 

Government Leadership Award 
 

Legislator of the Year (must be approved by the full CALAFCO Board) 
 

Mike Gotch Courage and Innovation in Local Government Award 
 

Lifetime Achievement Award 
 

NOMINATION SUBMITTED BY:  
 

Name: 

Organization: 

Address: 

Phone:  

E-mail: 



 
 

2018 Achievement Award Nominations 
 

 
 
 
NOMINATION SUMMARY 
In no more than 250 words, summarize why this recipient is the most deserving of this 
award.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACHIEVEMENTS 
Please indicate the reasons why this person or agency deserves to be recognized (Remember 
to keep this portion to 1500 words or 3 pages maximum and use additional sheets as 
needed): 



 
 

2018 Achievement Award Nominations 
 

 
CALAFCO ACHIEVEMENT AWARD CATEGORIES 
 

CALAFCO recognizes excellence within the LAFCo community and the full membership by presenting the Achievement 
Awards at the CALAFCO Annual Conference. Nominations are being accepted until Friday, August 3, 2018 in the 
following categories: 
 
Outstanding CALAFCO Member                       Recognizes a CALAFCO Board Member or staff person who has 

provided exemplary service during the past year. 
 
Distinguished Service Award Given to a member of the LAFCo community to recognize long-term 

service by an individual. 
 
Most Effective Commission                            Presented to an individual Commission to recognize innovation, 

streamlining, and/or initiative in implementing LAFCo programs; may 
also be presented to multiple Commissions for joint efforts. 

 
Outstanding Commissioner Presented to an individual Commissioner for extraordinary service to 

his or her Commission. 
 
Outstanding LAFCo Professional                         Recognizes an Executive Officer, Staff Analyst, or Legal Counsel for 

exemplary service during the past year. 
 
Outstanding LAFCo Clerk Recognizes a LAFCo Clerk for exemplary service during the past 

year. 
 
Outstanding CALAFCO Associate Member Presented to an active CALAFCO Associate Member (person or 

agency) that has advanced or promoted the cause of LAFCos by 
consistently producing distinguished work that upholds the mission 
and goals of LAFCos, and has helped elevate the roles and mission 
of LAFCos through its work. Recipient consistently demonstrates a 
collaborative approach to LAFCo stakeholder engagement. 

 
Project of the Year Recognition for a project-specific program that involved complex 

staff analysis, community involvement, or an outstanding solution. 
 
Government Leadership Award                     Presented to a decision-making body at the city, county, special 

district, regional or state level which has furthered good government 
efforts in California. 

 
Legislator of the Year Presented to a member of the California State Senate or Assembly 

in recognition of leadership and valued contributions in support of 
LAFCo goals. Selected by CALAFCO Board. 

 
Mike Gotch Courage and Innovation               Presented to an individual who has taken extraordinary steps to 
in Local Government Award improve and innovate local government. This award is named for 

Mike Gotch: former Assembly Member, LAFCo Executive Officer and 
CALAFCO Executive Director responsible for much of the foundations 
of LAFCo law and CALAFCO. He is remembered as a source of great 
inspiration for staff and legislators from throughout the state.

Lifetime Achievement Award  Recognizes any individual who has made extraordinary contributions 
to the LAFCO community in terms of longevity of service, exemplary 
advocacy of LAFCO-related legislation, proven leadership in 
approaching a particular issue or issues, and/or demonstrated 
support in innovative and creative ways of the goals of LAFCOs 
throughout California.  At a minimum, the individual should be 
involved in the LAFCO community for at least ten years.



 
 

2018 Achievement Award Nominations 
 

 

CALAFCO ACHIEVEMENT AWARD RECIPIENTS 
 
2017 
 
Most Effective Commission Los Angeles LAFCo 
Outstanding CALAFCO Member Sblend Sblendorio, Alameda LAFCo 
Outstanding Commissioner John Marchand, Alameda LAFCo 

Outstanding LAFCo Professional Paul Novak, Los Angeles LAFCo  

Outstanding LAFCo Clerk Richelle Beltran, Ventura LAFCo 

Outstanding CALAFCO Associate Member Policy Consulting Associates  
Project of the Year County Services MSR, Butte LAFCo 
 Santa Rosa Annexation, Sonoma LAFCo 
Government Leadership Award San Luis Obispo County Public Works Dept.  
Lifetime Achievement Award Kathy Rollings McDonald (San Bernardino) 
 
2016 
 
Distinguished Service Award Peter Brundage, Sacramento LAFCo 
Most Effective Commission San Luis Obispo LAFCo 
Outstanding CALAFCO Member John Leopold, Santa Cruz LAFCo 
Outstanding Commissioner Don Tatzin, Contra Costa LAFCo 

Outstanding LAFCo Professional Steve Lucas, Butte LAFCo  

Outstanding LAFCo Clerk Cheryl Carter-Benjamin, Orange LAFCo 
Project of the Year Countywide Water Study, (Marin LAFCo) 
Government Leadership Award Southern Region of CALAFCO 
Lifetime Achievement Award Bob Braitman (retired Executive Officer) 
 
2015 
 
Mike Gotch Courage & Innovation in Yuba County Water Agency 
Local Government Leadership Award 
Distinguished Service Award Mary Jane Griego, Yuba LAFCo 
Most Effective Commission Butte LAFCo 
Outstanding CALAFCO Member Marjorie Blom, formerly of Stanislaus LAFCo 
Outstanding Commissioner Matthew Beekman, formerly of Stanislaus LAFCo 

Outstanding LAFCo Professional Sam Martinez, San Bernardino LAFCo  

Outstanding LAFCo Clerk Terri Tuck, Yolo LAFCo 
Project of the Year Formation of the Ventura County Waterworks District No. 

38 (Ventura LAFCo) and 2015 San Diego County Health 
Care Services five-year sphere of influence and service 
review report (San Diego LAFCo) 

Government Leadership Award The Cities of Dublin, Pleasanton, Livermore and San 
Ramon, the Dublin San Ramon Services District and the 
Zone 7 Water Agency 

CALAFCO Associate Member of the Year Michael Colantuono of Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley 
Legislators of the Year Award Assembly member Chad Mayes 

Lifetime Achievement Award Jim Chapman (Lassen LAFCo) and Chris Tooker (formerly of 
Sacramento LAFCo)  
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