
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 6A 
 
MEETING: September 20, 2017 

TO:  Humboldt LAFCo Commissioners 

FROM:  George Williamson, Executive Officer 

SUBJECT: City of Trinidad Request for Exemption – Extension of Water Service to 540 
North Westhaven Drive 
The Commission will consider a request from the City of Trinidad to confirm 
whether an out of agency water service connection to 540 North 
Westhaven Drive (APN 515-151-063) qualifies for an exemption from LAFCo 
review and approval under Government Code Section 56133(e)(4).  

 
 

Local Agency Formation Commissions (LAFCos) are responsible under the Cortese- 
Knox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000 to regulate the 
formation and development of local governmental agencies and their municipal 
services. This includes approving or disapproving requests from cities and special 
districts to provide new or extended municipal services outside their jurisdictions under 
California Government Code (G.C.) Section 56133. Specifically, Section 56133(a) states: 
“A city or district may provide new or extended services by contract or agreement 
outside its jurisdictional boundaries only if it first requests and receives written approval 
from the commission in the affected county”. Additionally, Section 56133(e) lists several 
instances where service extensions are exempt from commission review and approval.  
 
BACKGROUND 
On August 17, 2017, LAFCo received a request from the City of Trinidad to confirm 
whether an out of agency water service connection to 540 North Westhaven Drive 
(APN 515-151-063) qualifies for an exemption from LAFCo review and approval under 
Government Code Section 56133(e)(4) which reads:  
 

 56133 (e)  This section does not apply to any of the following: 
 

(4) An extended service that a city of district was providing before 
January 1, 2001. 

 
According to the City, the subject parcel received city water from 1976 to 1990 by 
connection from a service fronting an adjacent parcel. This service account was in the 
property owner’s name (Mr. Richard Walter) until the parcel on which the service was 
located was sold in 1990. Mr. Walter states that while the City granted him approval to 
install an individual water service connection in 1990, he did not hookup due to 
financial reasons related to the connection fee. However, the City has decided to 
honor the offer to install service to Mr. Walter’s property and requests that an exemption 
be granted to allow the service installation.  



 
DISCUSSION 
The subject property is 3.3 acres in size, is designated Rural Residential (RRC) in the 
Trinidad Area Local Coastal Plan (Volume II of the Humboldt County General Plan), and 
is zoned Rural Residential Agriculture (RA-2.5-M/R) with a 2.5 minimum parcel size and 
M-Manufactured Home combining zone. The site is currently developed with a 
manufactured residence that relies on a spring as the primary water source.  
 
With regard to the provision of water service, the subject property is located outside of 
the City’s urban limit line but within the City’s mapped (water) service area boundary 
as identified in the Trinidad Area Plan. Specifically, Section 3.23 of the Trinidad Area Plan 
includes policies for extension of services outside the urban limit line, as provided below: 
 

Section 3.23 Public Services – Development Policies for Extension of Services 

… In addition, extension of water service outside of the Urban Limit Line as defined in 
the plan shall be permitted provided that: 

a. service along the extension will not remove capacity necessary to serve 
future development on undeveloped lots within the existing serviced areas, 
whether within the Urban Limit Line or not, to the uses permitted in the plan; 

[The City has provided documentation of its available water system 
capacity for which it asserts that the City is utilizing less than half of their 
current capacity, as calculated for extreme drought conditions.] 

b. developments to be serviced are compatible with the plan; 

[The subject property is developed with a single family residence and is 
consistent with the rural development policies included in the Trinidad 
Area Plan.] 

c. the extension of water service will be paid for only by the users of that service; 

[The City will require a connection fee paid by the property owner for the 
water service connection.] 

d. the existing system is in no way degraded and that fire protection services are 
in no way impaired; and  

[The City has indicated there is sufficient water system capacity and that 
no service upgrades are required for the proposed connection.] 

e. the proposed service is found to be in conformance with the resource 
protection policies of this plan. 

[The subject property is not designated for resource protection and is 
already developed with a single family residence. No additional 
development is proposed.] 

 
An existing water main is located within the Westhaven Drive right-of-way that fronts the 
property. The City has provided documentation of its water system capacity for which it 
asserts that the City is utilizing less than half of their current capacity, as calculated for 



extreme drought conditions. The City is requesting exemption from LAFCo review and 
approval considering the City has adequate capacity and had been providing service 
to the subject property prior to 2001. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends the Commission consider the City of Trinidad’s request for exemption 
and move to confirm the proposed water service extension to 540 North Westhaven 
Drive is consistent with Government Code Section  56133 (e)(4). 
 
Attachments: 
Attachment A:  Request for Exemption and supporting materials 
  
Cc:  Dan Berman, Trinidad City Manager 

Gabriel Adams, Trinidad City Clerk 
Richard Walter, Property Owner 
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